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APPENDIX M 

In a preferred embodiment, a standard data block size can 
be selected for use with ECC, and the ECC method will determine 
the required number of bits of information in a corresponding 
ECC block. RAMs containing ECC information can be programmed to 
store an access time that is equal to: (1) the access time of 
the normal RAM (containing data) plus the time to access a 
standard data block (for corrected data) minus the time to send 
a request packet (6 bytes); or O] (2) the access time of a 
normal RAM minus the time to access a standard ECC block minus 
the time to send a request packet. To read a data block and the 
corresponding ECC block, the master simply issues a request for 
the data immediately followed by a request for the ECC block. 
The ECC RAM will wait for the selected access time then drive 
its data onto the bus right after (in case (1) above) ) the data 
RAM has finished driving out the data block. Persons skilled in 
the art will recognize that the access time described in case 
92 0 above can be used to drive ECC data before the data is 
driven onto the bus lines and will recognize that writing data 
can be done by analogy with the method described for a read. 
Persons skilled in the art will also recognize the adjustments 
that must be made in the bus -busy structure and the request 
packet arbitration methods of this invention in order to 
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accommodate these paired ECC response. 
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